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7th March 1758. 
| N F O R MAT IO N 


F O R 5 


ALEXANDER Low, WALTER BoyD, JohN 
CHINEBow, and James MacFaRQUHAR, 
all Wig-makers in Edinburgh, Defenders ; 


AGAINST 


The Preſes, Box-maſter, and remanent Mem- 
bers of the Incorporation of BARBERS of 
Edinburgh, en. 


* 


H E Barbers of Edinburgh, upon Preten- 
ces equally groundleſs and extrava- 
gant, having taken it into their Heads, 

that the excluſive Privilege, which they have | 
always enjoyed, of clearing the Face from that 
uncleanly and unbecoming Excrement, the Beard, 
gave them alſo a Right to lop and prune the or- 
namental Hair of the Head, in fo far as was ne- 
ceſſary for the proper dreſſing and adorning 
thereof, did exhibit a Complaint, againſt the 
Defenders, before the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, 


for alledged Incroachments, made. upon this, | 


their particular Province of the human Body; 
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Tn: Magiſtrates, always ready, and always 
willing, to ſupport and extend the Privilæges and 
Pretences of their Incorporations, did pronounce 

an Interlocutor, declaratory of the privileges of 
the Barbers, and finding that they are in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and have the ſole and excluſive Privi- 
lege of trimming and barberiſing, or, of cut - 
ting Hair and taking off Beards, within this City. 


And, in conſequence of that, they thought pro- 


per, by a ſubſequent Interlocutor, to inflict a 
Fine on the Defenders, for having tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Incorporation, and incroached upon 
their Privileges, and to prohibit them from cut- 
ting Hair, within the City, in all Time coming, 
under a Penalty of 6 J. Scots for each Fault. 


TuE Defenders adviſed, that the Beard and 
the Hair of the Head, as being ruled by diffe- 
rent Planets, ought alſo to be under the Directi- 
on of different ſublunary Agents, brought the 
Cauſe, by Advocation, before your Lordſhips : 
And the Barbers having conſented to the Advo- 
cation, the Cauſe was debated before the Lord 
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on the important Oueſtion, the following State of 
the Caſe is humbly offered upon the Part of the 
Defenders. 


THE Defenders are, all of them, Freemen 


and Burgeſſes in the Town of Edinburgh ; and, 
as ſuch, are intitled to exerciſe every lawful Art 


and Calling, of which no excluſive Privilege 


has been granted to an Incorporation. The 
Making Wigs and the Dreſſing Hair is yielded to 
them by the Barbers ; ſo that the ſingle Queſti- 
on is, Whether the cutting of the Hair, to ren- 
der it proper for dreſſing, is more germain to 
the Profeſſion of a Hair-dreſſer, or to that of a 
Beard-ſhaver? and whether there is any exciuſive 
Privilege granted to the Barbers, and poſſeſſed by 
them, as to this Particular? | 


And, in arguing this Queſtion, your Lord- 
ſhips will not fail to conſider the Effect of an 
excluſive Privilege. It is, at any Rate, a Reſtri- 
Aion of natural Freedom: It is a great Bar to In- 
duſtry; and, in a free and trading Nation, al- 
moſt a Reproach to the Conſtitution, In the 


Days of our Anceſtors, ſuch was the idle and 
barbarous 
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barbarous Diſpoſition of the People, that every. x7 
uſeful Art and Calling would have been totally b. 


neglected, unleſs the Legiſlature had fallen up- p. 
; on the Expedient of eſtabliſhing Incorporations, f fe 
and granting to them Immuniues and excluſive | tt 
Privileges. But although this Remedy prevent- f th 
ed the total Deſtruction of Arts, it had this bad 1 in 
Effe ct alſo, to prevent their Increaſe and Growth | th 


to Perfection. It left little or no Room for E- 
| mulation: Nay, it checked the very Seeds of 
1 that Virtue, and an aſpiring Spirit was looked 


| upon as a dangerous Thing. - Mediocrity was f 0 
| ſafe, and none attempted to get above it. For wi 
Corporations confidered themſelves as Repu- | 1 

| blics, in which it is the Intereſt of the whole, to = 
craſh the growing Power or Merit of Individuals. | obs 

| | 3 fe bags 5 4M 
Bu T the Tables are ſo far turned, and the N 

World ſo far ſenſible of the Error, that, in ſome | 

of the Arts at leaſt, indeed all the mechanical | M: 

ones, Induſtry needs no other Spur than the Pro- irt 

fit and Honour attending her. Therefore, tbe in 


continuing theſe excluſive Privileges is as abſurd, re 
as it would be to continue a Perſon, in the Vi- 1 
gour of Health, under the Regimen and Medica- 
ments 


N 


„„ 
ments that were neceſſary when he languiſhed 


beneath a mortal Diſeaſe. And therefore it has 


been Matter of Speculation, and very well de- 
ferves the Attention of the Legiſlature, whe- 
ther it would not be proper to beat 'down all 
theſe Gothick Incloſures, and give a free and un · 
interrupted Courſe to the Bent and Genius of 
the People. 


Bu r, as your Lordſhips are not poſſeſſed of 
legiſlative Power, you cannot do this, though. 


you are poſſeſſed of an interpretative Power, | 


which enables you to do a great deal. One go- 
neral Rule you follow, which is, never to ex- 
tend excluſive Privileges, farther than they are 
clearly and explicitly founded in the Grant; and 
where there is any Doubt or Ambiguity, it is a 
Maxim of univerſal Law, to give Judgment on 
the Side of natural Liberty; and ſurely, if theſe 
Maxims can ever be applied in the utmoſt La- 
titude of Interpretation to any Caſe, they muſt 


in the preſent, where the Demands of Excluſion 


are ſo unreaſonable, and the Requeſt of Freedom 
ſo natural, and withal ſo tri Hing. 
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Fo R all that the Defenders demand is, That, 


as they have confeſſedly a Right to dreſs Hair 
within the City, they ſhould alſo have the Li- 
beriy of uſing the Sci ſſars, to make it fit for the 
Operation of dreſſing, and they claim this upon 
the Import of that Maxim of natural Equity, 
 Gijus eft ſinis, ejus ſunt media. On the other 


hand, the Barbers, who have the ſame Privilege 


of dreſſing with the Defenders, together with that 


excluſive one of uſing the Baſon and Suds, and of tak- 
ing every one of his Majeſtys Subjefls, even the 
higheſt, by the Noſe, with Impunity, are unconſci- 
onable enough to demand, that they, and they 
only, ſhould have the Power of cuiting the Hair, 
which, in Conſequence and Effect, would de- 


ſtroy the Defenders Buſineſs of dreſſing altoge 
ther: For no body would chooſe the Trouble 


and Expence of two different Operators; or, if 
any one was whimſical enough to have a Barber 


to cut his Hair, and one of the Defenders to 


dreſs it, the Conſequence would be, that, what 
with cutting to ſpoil the dreſſing, and dreſſing to ſhame 
the cutting, the poor Patient would ſoon be reduced 
to the Condition of the Man in the Fable, who, to his 
Misfortune, had both an old Wife and a young, or, 
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at beſt, would [ook like one of the mathematical In- 
habitants of Laputa, with the Hair on the one Side 
of his Head three Inches ſhorter than that on the o- 
ther. 


SucH fatal Conſequences from the Rancour 
of contending Powers are to be avoided. And a 
juſt Interpretation of the Rights and Privileges 
eſtabliſhed to the Barbers by their Seal of Cauſe, 
and the ſubſequent Act of Council founded on 
by them, will enable your Lordſhips to inter- 
poſe your Authority for that Purpoſe. The 
Seal of Cauſe is granted in the 1505 to the Sur- 
geons and Barbers, as a joint Society; and, it is 
to be remarked, that although the Barbers would 
now endeavour to degrade themſelves to a Level 
with common Friſeurs, yet, in their Original, 
they are of high Rank, o /eſs than Cadets of the 
Surgeons ; for Shaving was invented by the Sons 
of Machaon, and was by them uled to clear away 
the Hair from theſe Parts of the human Body, 
that had been caſually wounded. :But, in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, when the Degeneracy of Manners 
brought feminine Beauty into Repute, and transforms 
ed the rough Watrigur into a whining Lover, then, 
and 
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and not till then,” the Chins of Men were brought un- 
der the Barbers Yoke ; and ſome Philoſophers affirm, 
that the ignominious Treatment, which all Men muſt 
ſubuit to from the Gentlemea of that Profeſſion, was 
decreed as a Puniſhment for this Degeneracy, and a 


proper Badge of the Subjeclion of our Spirits, which 


evaporated with our Beards, and was conformable to 
the Gothic Cuſtom of aſſerting Dominion over a V af« 
fel, by leading him out of Court by the Noſe, which 
is now become a proverbial Expreſſion. But, 

be that as it will, the Beards, which had been often 
tugged in their Country's Cauſe, were thrown neglett- 
ed afide, to mate Way for the ſmooth and delicate 
Touch of a nimble-fingered Lady, upon the Lip and 
Cheek of her Paramour. 


Is this Buſineſs were Surgeons firſt employ- 
ed, But, as it was entirely mechanical, requir- 
ing neither Judgment nor Genius, the principal 
Perſons of the Profeſſion neglected it altogether, 
and it came to be left to the Underlings, who 
acquired the Name of Barbers, from that Ope- 
ration in which they were only or chiefly em- 
ployed; but ſtill they retained a Connexion with 
their quendam Profeſſion, and were underſtood to 
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be in ſome Degree killed in the lower Branches 


| of Surgery, and practiſed no other than that, 


and ſhaving. And therefore it is, that, in the 


Application to the Magiſtrates, in conſequence 
of which the Seal of Cauſe was granted to the 
Incorporation, after a Demand of a general Pro- 
hibition againſt all Perſons, for occupying or u- 


ſing any Part of the Surgery and Barber- crafts, 


until examined and admitted; the Particulars of 
the Examination and Profeſſion to be incorpo- 


rated are as follows: That the Candidate 


« ſhould know Anatomia, Nature and Camplexi- 


on of every Member of the human Body. 
And, in like Manner, that he know all the. 
| « Veins of the ſamen, that he may make Phle- 


P 


Nee 


© botomza in due time; and alſo, that he know 
„in quhilk Member the Sign has Domination 
« for the Time : For every Man ought to know 
the Nature and Subſtance of every Thing that 
„ he works, or elle he is negligent.” And it is 
there expreſly declared, That nae Barber, Ma- 
« ſter or Servant, haunt, uſe, nor exerce the 
Craft of Surgery, without he be expert, and 
« know perfectly the Things above written.” 


And the Deliverance of the Magiſtrates upon this 
B | Sup- 


NED Ben WT 


. 


r 


. * 2 
Ma; og — * 
THT ov: of 


. 


—— 


LIED 
2 5 
n 


L I* 
Supplication, proceeds on a Narrative, That 
they think the ſame conſonant to Reaſon, and 


„ nae Hurt to his Highneſs the King, nor to any 
% of his Lieges; and therefore they conſent, 
and grant theſe Privileges to the Crafts of 


Surgery and Barbers, and in fo far as they 
% may, or have Power, confirm, ratify, and ap- 
prove the ſaid Statutes, Rules and Privileges, 
&© in all Points and Articles.“ 


THIS Seal of Cauſe is the Charter of the 
Privileges, both of the Incorporation of Surgeons 
and Barbers, and, in ſo far as it goes, they have 
an excluſive Privilege, but no farther. And 
from the above Enumeration of Particulars, it 
is clear that the Privilege now 'demanded was 
neither given, -nor meant to be given; all the 
Articles of Skill and Knowledge required, re- 
ſpect the particular Branches of Surgery, which 
it was neceſſary Barbers ſhould know; it was 
ſuperfluous to mention Shaving, becauſe the 
Name of Barber imported and included that; 
but further than Shaving, and particular Parts of 


Surgery, no excluſive Privilege was given. 
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 AnD it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that the Uſe of 


the Sci ſſars in lopping the Hair of the Head, was 


meant to be given by the Seal of Cauſe. For altho* 


in its original Inſtitution, the Barber- craft, as being 


invented by Surgeons, and for a long Time pra- 
ctiſed by them; and a Sort of dangerous Nicety 
in uſing the ſharp Inſtrument, 4 Razor, made it 
proper to confine the Buſineſs to thoſe who had 
ſome Pretences to Skill in Surgery, yet that can 
never apply to lopping and trimming the Hair 
of the Head ; for that Operation has no Con- 
nexion with the Profeſſion of Surgery; either in 
Point of Nicety or Danger ; the Inſtrument, with 
which it is performed, is a very {imple one, the 


leaſt dangerous of all edged Tools, and fo far 


from being only fit for the Hand of a Surgeon 
and Barber, that even ow rude Anceſtors have 


ventured to truſt that terrible Weapon, a Pair of 


Sciſſars, in the Hands of every Houſewife, and 
of every Girl who goes to School to learn to 


ſtitch. 


Br the Profeſſion of Hair-cutting could not 
poſſibly have entered into the Privileges of the 
Barbers and Surgeons. For, beſides that it has no 


Concern 


E 


Concern with their Profeſſion, it was no regular 


Employment, any more than Fair- dreſſing, at 
the Time theſe Privileges were granted. We had 
no E/ſay-writers in thoſe Days; and therefore it 
is impoſſible to know, with Certainty, the pre · 
ciſe Time when this uſeful Art aroſe into a Pro- 
feſſion. And therefore all our Authority is Tra- 
dition, ſupported by what appears to be very 
weighty Evidence, the Portraits of the Times. 
The Tradition goes, that the Miſtreſs of the Fami- 


ly was Hair. cutter to the whole, to which ſhe had an 


excluſive Privilege, as being Proprietor of the Sciſ- | 


fars 5 and the Method ſhe took, when the Treſſes of | 


any of the Family grew redundant and luxurious, 
was to cle a Heber upon their Heads, and cut all 
away under the Edges of it. Accordingly we ſee, 
that in all Portraits, down to the Time that ige 


came in Faſhion, the only Culture and Manu ure 


which the Hair received, was ſhedding it in the 


Middle of the Head with a Comb, and /quaring | 
it round the Bottom, lite the modern Method ef | 


. Fockeys with their Hor ſe 7. 2118. 
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Bur the Introduction of Mig. i 
quite a different Sſtem of Hair. cutting, above the 
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Reach of the Land/ady's Still; Migs were firſt 


vſed by - thoſe, who, by Diſeaſe, or Accident, 


were deprived of their Hair; and although, at 
firſt, it would, no doubt, be attempted to make 
them reſembie the natural Growth of the Hair, 


yet, when Wigs came to be a faſhionable Dreſs, 
the poor Hair was tortured and twiſted ten thouſand. 


Ways, in order io make it reſemble a Hig ; thus 
it was, that the modern Profeſſions of Hair-dret- 
ing and Hair-cutting were introduced. The 
Barbers did not pretend to an excluſive Privi- 
lege of making Wige, when Figs came into 
Faſhion, nor yet to dreſſing Hair in the Form 
of Z/igs ; but, becauſe Sciſſars are ſharp, there- 
fore, they muſt have a Right to prune and 4b 
the Hair, to prepare it for that ſort of Dreſſing, 
than which there can hardly be a more abſurd 


or ſenſeleſs Pretence. 


T 11s Barbers argue, That the Privilege of 


cutting the Hair comes in Place of ſhaving the 
Head, which they had a Right to in the more 
barbarous Times, before the modern Method 
of Dreſling was invented ; but this is a Sort of 


Mac hroni ſin; ſhay ing the Head, and dreſſing the 
Hair, 


a+ RT ey os, a 
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Hair, being introduced at, or very near, the 


ſame Time, and none of them very remote; 
and of this Portraits are a Proof: For no ſooner 


do we obſerve Wige in Portraits, but ſo ſoon, 


there appears a remarkable Difference in the 
Oeconomy of the Hair, and neither of them at a 


very diſtant Period; for King Charles II. is the 


firſt of our Monarchs, 0% makes his Appearance 
in a Buſh of borrowed Hair, 


THEREFORE the Defenders apprehend, that 
there ariſes no Argument from the Seal of Cauſe 
in Favours of the Excluſion here claimed, for, 
that there is not the ſmalleſt Appearance that 
ſuch excluſive Privilege was given to the Incor- 
poration, or could be meant to be given, as it 
had no Sort of Connection with the Profeſſion 
of Surgeons and Barbers, as it did not exiſt at the 
Time, and when it afterwards came to exiſt, 
it was as unconnected with the Occupation of a 
Barber, as that of a Taylor with a Weaver, or 
any other Vocation the moſt oppoſite. 


Tn E Purſuers, the Barbers, laid a great Part 
of their Argument upon an Act of the Town- 
council 
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couneil in 1682, recommending it to the Sur- 
geons, to admit a ſuthcient Number of Perſons 
qualified to trim and barberize, which Terms are 
afterwards explained by cutting Hair, and ſhaving 
Beards ; and from this they contend, that the 


cutting of Hair was, and had been always eſteem · 


ed as the proper Buſineſs of the Surgeons and 
Barbers, and that none could be permitted to 
exerciſe the Employment, who was not admit- 
ted a Freeman of the Incorporation. 


As to which, it is not imagined your Lord- 
ſhips would ſuppoſe a Privilege of this Kind 


granted by Implication, or that a recommenda- 


tory Act of Council is any Proof, or would give 
any Right, which an Incorporation had not be- 
fore : That they had it not before, is evident 
from the Seal of Cauſe, at the Date of which it 
was not a Profeſſion, and, when it came to be 
one, it was taken up, and exerciſed by any Per- 
ſon who had a- mind, that was free of the Town. 
Juſt ſo it was with Mig mating; the Barbers 
never pretended any excluſive Privilege to that, 


though one ſhould think they have full as good, 


a Right to the one, as to the other. 


THE 


5 
THE Argument taken from this Act of Coun- 


ci], ſo far as the Defenders ſee, reſolves into 


Preſcription; bur the Preſcription of an exclu- 


ſive Privilege of this kind, they apprehend, is 
not at all a favourable one, and, at beſt, would 
require a much ſtronger Poſſeſſion than is here 
founded on. The rather, that the Buſineſs pre 
tended to be acquired by Preſcription, is quite 
ſeparate and diſtin& from that, for which the In- 
corporation was erected. If any Incorporation 


ſhould acquire Right, by Poſſeſſion, to any par- 


ticular Buſineſs intimately connected with its 


own, the Proof of the Poſſeſſion would not re- 
quire to be ſo clear and ſtrong, as your Lordſhips 
would think neceſſary, if the Right pretended 
to be acquired was utterly inconnected, and in- 
dependent of the original Profeſſion of the In- 
corporation; for the eaſy Progreſſion in the one 
Caſe; in ſome Meaſure {upplies à trifling De- 
fect in Proof, as in the other, the Reverſe makes 
a convincing Evidence neceſſary. | 

AND What is the Proof founded on here? In 
the 1½ Place, the Act of Council 1682; but, 


that being only a Recommendation, can have 
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no Effect, either the one Way or the other; it 


gives no excluſive Privilege, and proves none; 
and ſo far as the Defenders know, the only 
Proof that could eſtabliſh ſuch a Right by Pre- 
ſcription, is the actual prohibiting and prevent- 
ing all Mortals from uſing the Privilege claims 
ed, for the Term of Preſcription, and that too 
by judicial Acts, and in foro contradictorio. 


TH E Barbers have attempted to prove, that 
they have been in the Uſe of excluding others 
from this Profeſſion by judicial Acts. They 
firſt found upon a Decreet of your Lordſhips 
in the 1722, ſeparating the Surgeons from the 
Barbers; but that Deciſion has plainly no Rela- 
tion to the preſent Queſtion, only adjuſting the 
different Rights of the Surgeons and Barbers, as 
a Commonwealth; and the Act of Council pro- 
ceeding thereon is no broader than the Seal 
of Cauſe. It does indeed enact that no Man 
ſhall be received to a Participation of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Society of Barbers, with- 
out firſt being admitted by the Society, and gives 
the Barbers a Power to curb all Incroachers up- 
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on the Privileges eſtabliſhed by their Seal of 
Cauſe, and your Lordſhips Decree; but what 
theſe Privileges were, is in no Shape mention- 
ed, further than by Reference to the Seal of 
Cauſe, which has been above explained to your 
Lordſhips. 8 

B u r, from this Act of Council the Defenders 
apprehend, that the Argument ariſes in their 
Favours; for, the referring the Privileges en- 
tirely to the Seal of Cauſe, plainly ſnows, that 
they had acquired Right to no other, than ſuch 
as were therein granted; and as the cutting of 
Hair neither was, nor could be granted by the 
Seal of Cauſe, therefore, it was not aequired by 
the Barbers : And this is further clear, from the 
Barbers having neglected to get this new Right 
aſcertained by your Lordſhips Decree, and the 
Act of Town-council upon it, which it is im- 
poſſible to imagine they would have miſled, had 
they not been conſcious of the Abſurdity of 
the Pretenſion. = 
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Ax p, with reſpe& to the Complaints and 
Decrees obtained before the Magiſtrates in the 
1742, and 1743, theſe can as little affect the 
Queſtion ; for the Queſtion there, was not be- 
tween the Barbers and Jig-makers of Edinburgh, 
but between the Barbers of Edinburgh and Bar- 
bers of Canongate, Unfreemen of Edinburgh, or 
Gurdowers ; and the Complaints are exhibited 
againſt them, not only for ſhaving and cutting, 
but alſo for dreſſing of Hair, and making of 
Wigs within the Town; ſo that this was pro- 
perly an Incroachment on the Privileges of the 
Town, and not ſolely the Privileges of the 
Barbers - bur that cannot aſſect the Defenders, 


who are Burghers, and pay the ſame publick 


Taxations that the Barbers do. 


Bur admitting in the Argument, that this 
excluſive Right to cut Hair had been eſtabliſhed 
by the Seal of Cauſe, and that the Barbers had 


been in Poſſeſſion of it, while it remained a rude 


and barbarous Art, performed by the Aſſiſtance of 
the Beker, in Manner above mentioned; yet upon 


ſuch a Change of Circumſtances, as has now ta- 
. ken 
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ken Place, in the Government and Oeconomy of the 
Hair, your Lordſhips will conſider it as a new 
Employment, and conſequently will not- ex- 
clude the Defenders from the Profeſſion of it. 


THERE was a Caſe lately determined before 
your Lordſhips, upon the ſame Principles, be- 
tween the Taylor and the Mantua-makers of Perth, 


The Taylors, for ſome ſignal Services perform - 


ed to King William the Lion, had got from him 
a Grant in the moſt ample Form, to make all 
Sorts of Men and Momens Apparel, and to ex- 
clude all others from doing of it within the 


Town of Perth; and this they peaceably and 


uninterruptedly enjoyed, for many Centuries. 
At laſt, a Set of female Adventurers aroſe, who 
called themſelves Mantua-makers, and bereaved 
the Tay/ors of the better Half of their Perqui ſite, 
the Womens Work, The indignant Taylors com- 
plained to your Lordſhips, and the Plea put in 
for the Damſe/s was, that the Taylors refuſed 
to enter them, except upon Payment of a larger 
Sum, than they imagined all the Benefit the 
Tayhrs could give them Twas worth, and fur- 
ther, 
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ther, that by the preſent Mode of Dreſs, uſed 
by the Ladzes, the making of Mantuas was too 


intricate, either for the Head or Hand of a bung- 


ling Taylor, although he might have been very 
proper for equrpping a Woman in the Days of 
Zore, when a Blanket and a Broich was all her 
Dreſs and Ornament. 


ON the other hand, the Taylors defended 
their Privileges va/zantly, as became them, under 
the Intrenchment of their Seal of Cauſe, and the 
uninterrupted Poſſeſſion they had had of taking 


Meaſure of the Ladies ; they complained of the 


Maniua-makers, as being of that Sort of People, 
who, if give them an Inch, will take a Tard, for 
that they had offered to enter them 10 the full En. 
Joyment of all their Rights and Privileges, for a 
ſmaller Conſideration than they had a good Right to 
demand by the NATURE OF THEIR FREE— 
HOLD, and the Value of the BENEF1T propoſed 
to be communicated ; and they took Pepper in the 
Noſe, at the Charge of Incapacity and Inſufficien- 
cy brought againſt their Craft, exclaiming againſt 
the Luxury of the Age, and preſaging Ruin to that 
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Nation, where the Women could not be ſatisfied 
with the York of the Men. But, ro remove the 
Ovjeftion, theſe Knights of "the Thimble, hardily 
challenged their Petticoat Party to run a Tilt with 
YaRrD and NEEDLE, or, in other Words, to a 
comparative Trial, in which, if the Damſels were 
defeated, they, by the Articles of Combat, were 
to hield up the Ladies to the Will of the Tay- 
lors, or to be INCORPORATED with them. 


' Your Lordſhips ſee, that this Plea of the 
Mantua-makers reſolved into the ſame with what 
the Defenders now make. For, as the modern 
Method of Dreſs, uſed by the Ladies, occaſions 
a ſeparate and diſtin Art in the making of it up, 
from that which the Tay/ors had received by 
their Charter, ſo the dreſſing of Hair, as it is 
now praiſed, is altogether another Profeſſion 
from that which the Barbers pretend they had 
by their Seal of Cauſe: And as your Lordſhips 
ſuſtained the Mautua-maters Plea, upon the In- 
capacity of the Taylors to work Womens Work, 
or rather, becauſe you thought the Mantua- 
makers might, and could do it better, all that 
Is 


_—_ 
. ⅛· NG a It RO R apnanoot ap Pere 


„ 


is incumbent on the Defenders, upon the Prin- 
ciple of that Deciſion, is, to ſhow, not, that 
the Barbers are utterly incapable to cut Hair, 
but that they are improper Perſons to be em- 
ployed in that Buſineſs or at leaſt, that the 
Defenders are more proper than they. 


AN p, at firſt Sight it muſt occur to your 
Lordſhips, that @ greaſy Barber, covered all over 
with Suds, and the excrementitious Parts of the 
Beards of naſty Mechanicks, is no very proper U. 
tenſil for the Dreſſing-room of a Gentleman, and 
much leſs of a Lady. The Sight is enough to ſome, 
the Smell loathſome to many, and the Touch in- 
tolerable 'to all. On the other Hand, the Dee 


fenders, who make the cutting and drefling of 
Hair, and making of Wige, their ſole Employ- 
ment, have none of theſe nauſea about them: 
It is their Study and Endeavour to keep them- 
ſelves ſweet and clean, that they may not prove 
offenſive to their Employers; and therefore, in 
Point of Conveniency, they ſeem to be the pro- 
pereſt Perſons for that ornamental Buſineſs. 


They do not inſiſt, that the Barbers ſhould be 
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excluded from it altogether, and if any Body 
chuſes a Barber to cut and dreſs his Hair, much 
good may it do him, but they apprehend, that, 
as they have a Right to dreſs Hair, and are the 
propereſt Perſons for that Buſineſs, they ſhould 
alſo be allowed the Privilege of Cutting, with- 
out which the other can be of little Uſe to 


them. 


THE Defenders confeſs, that the Argument 
of Conveniency ariſes from the Manners of the 
preſent Age, or if the Barbers will have it ſo, 
from the Luxury; but it is never the worſe for 
that, for the whole Arts and Sciences have no 
better Foundation, and. the Barbers themſelves 
are obliged co it for the beſt Part of their Em- 
ployment ; and if we muſt be luxurious and ef- 
feminate, it is better ſo with Taſte and Elegance, 
than without it. The Barbers don't object to 
the cutting or dreſſing of Hair altogether ; as 
much of that, and let it be as zicely, and as ex- 
penſively) done as poſſible, provided they, with 
their greaſy Aprons, have the doing of it; as if 
a Perſon could atone for the greateſt Height of 
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Intemperance, by taking a dirty and diſagrecable 
Road to arrive at it. The Barbers are preciſely 
like the patriot Stateſmen of the preſent Age, 
who rail at the Manners of the People, and the 
Meaſures of the Government, when they are. 
out, and promote and encourage the ſame Man- 


ners, and purſue the ſame Meaſures, whenever 


they get in. 


Ap whereas it was alledged before the 
Lord Ordinary, that the Defenders Plea rended 
to throw open the Door to every Footman, who 
had got the Art of cutting and dreſſing Hair, and 
ſhould be diſpoſed to ſet up Shop in theſe Pro- 
feſſions ; the Defenders do humbly contend, that 
ſuppoſing 'this were a certain Conſequence, and 
that every Man of every Profeſſion, had it in his 
Power to exerciſe the ſame, when, and where he · 
pleaſed, no Detriment, but much Benefit, would 
ariſe to the Nation in general, from it, But as 
this is no proper Conſideration for your Lord- 
ſhips, fo it can have no Place in Fact of the pre- 
ſent Queſtion, becauſe the Privileges of the 
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